EXHIBITOR’S 
PRESS BOOK 


(Opening Day Story) 


“This Was Paris 
Action Thriller 
Ai Sirand Today 


“This Was Paris’, an adventure 
film telling of fifth column activi- 
ties in France from the early stages 
of the second World War until just 
before the fall of Paris, will make 
its local debut today at the Strand 
Theatre. The picture was made 
at the Warner Bros. studios in em- 
battled Britain. 

In the top roles are Ann Dvorak 
and Ben Lyon, who have long been 
the favorites of movie audiences. 
The story opens during the lull at 
the beginning of the war when 
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Ann Dvorak 


William Hamilton of the 
British Intelligence Service, played 
by Griffith Jones, is stationed in 
Paris: He is certain that the lull is 
merely a cover-up for the activities 
of German agents in_ France. 
Howard Butcher, an American 
newspaperman known as “Butch”, 
portrayed by Ben Lyon, shares this 
belief and together they investigate 
a certain Parisian fashion shop 
which they believe to be the head- 
quarters of enemy agents. 

It is at this fashion shop that 
they meet Ann Morgan, an Ameri- 
can designer, employed there. At 
first nothing can be proved against 
the people who frequent the place, 
but later when the Germans are 
storming their way through north- 
ern France, an enemy. message is 
traced to the owners. 

Other popular screen players in 
the cast are Robert Morley, Harold 
Huth and Mary Maguire. “This 
Was Paris’ was directed by John 
Harlow. 

The original story was written by 
Gordon Wellesley and Basil Woon. 
Brock Williams and Edward Drv- 
hurst wrote the scenario. 
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e PUBLICITY - 


(Review) 


Fall of France Story 
Of “This Was Paris’ 


A hard-hitting film, that depicts 
the fall of France, exposing»fatth 
column activities and the tragedy 
that results in not combatting them 
effectively, had its local showing 
at the Strand Theatre last night. 
The picture, “This Was Paris’, a 
Warner Bros. film, made in Eng- 
land under the most trying condi- 
tions, adds another to that already 
impressive list of pictures pro- 
duced under the fire of a “blitz”. 

It is an excellent production that 
moves fast and tells its story vividly. 
The cast is made up of many fine 
performers all of whom make their 
characters live. There’s Captain 
William Hamilton, of the British 
Intelligence, portrayed by Griffith 
Jones, pleasant but stern young 
fellow who believes that the officials 
of France are too lax in dealing 
with foreign agents. There’s Howard 
Butcher, more commonly known as 
“Butch”, an American newspaper 
man, played by Ben Lyon and he 
shares William’s theories about 
espionage activity in Paris — espe- 
cially as regards a certain fashion 
shop in which is employed a young 
American designer named Ann 
Morgan, played by Ann Dvorak. 


CAST 


Harry Welchman 
Frederick Burtwell 
Marian Spencer 

Billy Holland 

Miles Malleson 

Bernard Miles 
Hay Petrie 
Harry McElhone 


Lady Muriel 
Liftman 


Propaganda Officer 
Popinard 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for publication) 
In Paris during early 1940, Captain William Hamilton, (Griffith Jones) of 


the British Intelligence Service and Howard Butcher, 


(Ben Lyon) an 


American-born newspaper man, both believe a certain fashion shop to 
be the center for fifth-column activity. They also believe the French to be 
too lax in handling espionage cases. They become friendly with Ann 
Morgan (Ann Dvorak) an American girl who works as a designer in the 
place. When the Germans start their march on France, Bill and Howard 
discover absolute proof that fifth columnists are using the place as their 
headquarters and they manage to get Ann to England just before Paris 


‘falls. (Running Time: 77 minutes.) 


PRODUCTION 


Directed by JOHN HARLOW 


Based on an original story by Gordon Wellesley and Basil Woon; Screen 
play and Dialogue by Brock Williams and Edward Dryhurst; Editor, Les 
Norman; Photographer Basil Emmott; Sound by Ernest A. Royls and Cecil 
V. Thornton; Art Direction, Norman Arnold; Special Effects by George E. 
Blackwell; Gowns by Norman Hartnell, Ltd.; Musical Director, Jack Beaver. 


Both William and Butch believe 
this™placeé to be the headquarters 
for German agents but are unable 
to prove it until almost too late. 

The supporting cast of “This 
Was Paris” which is made up of 
Robert Morley, Harold Huth, Mary 
Maguire and many more, all give 
grand performances. John Harlow 
directed the film which gives a 
clear picture of Nazi treachery 
without ,being a flagrant propa- 
ganda film. 


They Keep ‘Em Rolling 


Production of pictures in Eng- 
land progresses under a “business 
almost as usual’? motto despite the 
war and frequent air raid alarms. 
At least the Warner Bros. London 
studio is regularly contributing its 
quota of film fare. 

“This Was Paris’, which is now 
playing at the Strand Theatre has 
the film favorites, Ben Lyon and 
Ann Dvorak, in top roles. It deals 
with Nazi fifth-column activities in 
Paris during the early months of 
the war which prepared the way 
for Hitler’s armored legions. 

“Target for Tonight,’ “The 
Prime Minister” and “Sons of the 
Sea” are recent British-made films 
which achieved great popularity 
and “This War Paris” is sure to 
follow in their successful footsteps. 


Famous Cast 


Ben Lyon and Ann Dvorak, well 
known to American film followers, 
occupy two of the top roles in “This 
Was Paris,’ British-made film re- 
cently completed under the war- 
time conditions in Warner Bros.’ 
London studio. The picture is now 
playing at the Strand. 

Lyon has lived in England for 
several years with his wife, Bebe 
Daniels, while Miss Dvorak has 
been there with her director-hus- 
band, Leslie Fenton. 

“This Was Paris’, while not a 
propaganda film, depicts Nazi fifth- 
column activities in the French 
capital which enabled Hitler’s 
armed legions to sweep through the 
low countries and France. 

Griffith Jones, Mary Maguire, 
Harold Huth and other favorites 
make up the supporting cast. 


Exposes Fifth Column 


Official reports of Nazi under- 
ground activities in France during 
the early months of the war form 
the basis of “This Was Paris,” 
latest film from Warner Bros.’ 
London stidio to reach this country. 
The action-crammed film will open 
next Friday at the Strand Theatre. 

The picture, while not a propa- 
ganda film, is an exciting, faithful 
account of the way in which Nazi 
agents worked to create a feeling 
of apathy in France which even- 
tually enabled Hitler’s legions to 
smash through to Paris. 

Ben Lyon and Ann Dvorak have 
two of the top roles in the picture, 
other parts being taken by Griffith 
Jones and Mary Maguire. 


Brands Enemy Within 


An exciting film that tells the in- 
side story of fifth column activity 
in France just before the fall of 
Paris is the engrossing theme of the 
latest Strand Theatre offering, 
Warner Bros.’ “This Was Paris’. 
The picture has two film favorites, 
Ben Lyon and Ann Dvorak in the 
leading roles with other members 
of the cast made up of such fine 
players as Griffith Jones, Robert 
Morley, Mary Maguire and many 
more. John Harlow directed. 


Country of origin U.S.A. Copyright 1942 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


From 
WARNER BROS. 


(Lead Story) 


Adventure Spy 


Film To Make 
Strand Debut 


Intrigue, mystery and suspense 
are the elements that make up the 
dramatic story of the London-pro- 
duced Warner Bros, picture, “This 
Was Paris” which will have its first 


showing locally at the Strand 
‘Theatre next Friday. 
Film favorites. Ben Lyon and 


Ann Dvorak, occupy two top roles 
in the film which was shot under 
the tense situation of Britain at 
war. “This Was Paris’ opens dur- 
ing the “phony war” stage of early 
1940 and continues to the tragedy 
of Paris’ fall. 

Captain William Hamilton, of 
the British Intelligence, played by 
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Ben Lyon (right) in exciting scene 
from Warner Bros.’ This Was Paris,” 
now at the Strand Theatre. 


Griffith Jones, meets Ann Morgan, 
portrayed by Ann Dvorak, at a 
Paris fashion salon, which he has 
reason to believe is a den of spies. 
He is backed in his belief by one 
Howard Butcher, known as “‘Butch”’, 
an alert, American born newspaper 
man. 

Both Butch and William are 
proved correct, when during the 
German sweep through the Low 
Countries, the fashion shop in 
Paris is discovered as the source of 
supply of secret information to the 
Germans. The fifth-columnists try 
to frame Ann but Bill thwarts them 
and they (Bill and Ann) escape to 
England just before Paris falls. 

“This Was Paris” was based on an 
original story by Gordon Wellesley 
and Basil Woon. The scenario was 
written by Brock Williams and Ed- 
ward Dryhurst. 


Mat 201 — 30c 
COURAGE is the by-word of Ann Dvorak and Griffith Jones who appear in 
Warner Bros.’ British-made spy film, “This Was Paris.” The picture is 
currently at the Strand Theatre. 
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swastika 

to bare the 
sensational truth 
no one dared believe! 


with 


ROBERT MORLEY » HAROLD HUTH - MARY MAGUIRE 


VERA BOGGETTI - HARRY WELCHMAN 


Based on an Original Story by Gordon Wellesley and Basil Woon + Screen Play and Dialogue by Brock Williams and Edward Dryhurst.» A Warner Bros.-First Nat'l Production + Produced at Teddington Studios 
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with ROBERT MORLEY: HAROLD HUTH- MARY MAGUIRE 
VERA BOGGETTI - HARRY WELCHMAN 
Directed by JOHN HARLOW 
Based On An Original Story by Gordon Wellesley and Basil Woon * Screen Play and 
Dialogue by Brock Williams and Edward Dryhurst » A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 
Produced at Teddington Studios 
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Based On An Original Story by Gordon Wellesley and Basil Woon + Screen Play and 
Dialogue by Brock Williams and Edward Dryhurst + A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 
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| ... This /S Excitement! 


Directed by JOHN HARLOW 
with ROBERT MORLEY - HAROLD HUTH » MARY MAGUIRE + VERA BOGGETTI » HARRY WELCHMAN 


Based on an Original Story by Gordon Wellesley and Basil Woon * Screen Play and Dialogue by Brock Williams, 
and Edward Dryhurst * A Warner Bros.-First National Production * Produced at Teddington Studios 
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OFFICIAL BILLING 
WARNER BROS. 


Pictures, Ltd. Presents 


ANN DVORAK — BEN LYON 
GRIFFITH JONES 50% 


“THIS WAS PARIS” 
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ROBERT MORLEY — HAROLD HUTH — MARY MAGUIRE 
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« EXPLOITATION - 


Keynote your exploitation to the “inside enemy” which 
helped cause the fall of Paris. Tie this up with the fifth 
column threat within America itself — like this: 


DEFENSE: Tie in your showing with the local campaign 
for the sale of defense bonds and stamps; also with schools 
giving defense courses and volunteer organizations such as 
air wardens, auxiliary firemen, etc. Angle is that America 
has to safeguard itself against similar fifth column activities 
in its all-out anti-Axis battle. 


WORD-OF-MOUTH: Your theatre attendants are the 
ones to get this going. Angle: “It's coming! The shocking 
inside story of how Paris fell!” Follow up with distribution of 
teaser cards and possibly quick radio spots. The more you 
talk about it, the more others will talk! 


NEWSPAPERS: Your newspaper editor will recognize 
the news value of your show. Secure his support for publicity 
stories and scenes, a feature story tracing the fall of Paris 
and an editorial like the one suggested on this page. 


THEATRE: Make your lobby and front talk for itself! Use 
the displays suggested on this page to carry across your 
message. Give the picture a wide posting campaign (see 
posters on back cover) with snipes reading: ‘Don’t miss it! 
The shocking inside story of how Paris fell!” 


ORGANIZATIONS: Contact leading civic and patriotic 
groups such as the American Legion, D. A. R., Rotary, Cham- 
ber of Commerce, etc., for support. Secure permission to use 
mailing lists and ask officers to screening for endorsements. 


MAIL: Spread the news of your showing with a town- 
wide mailing campaign, particularly to prominent persons 
and outstanding organizations. If you've got unlimited tele- 
phone service, personal contact carries weight. 


LOBBY DISPLAY SELLS THRILLS 


Your sign shop can get up this display for your lobby. All 


stills available at your Vitagraph exchange. Description: 


(Arrow pointing to Ann Dvorak in still TP 19) 
THIS WAS Ann Morgan! Was she a fifth columnist? 


(Arrow pointing to Ben Lyon in still TP 8) 
THIS WAS “Butch” Butcher! Not even the Gestapo could stop this daring Yank 
foreign correspondent! 


(Arrow pointing to Griffith Jones in still TP 6) 
THIS WAS Capt. William Hamilton! His commission was to fight Hitler's hidden 
hordes! ; 


(Still TP 10) 
THIS WAS France’s fifth column! 


(Appropriate newspaper headline) 
THIS WAS PARIS ! 
Now it can be told! See the shocking inside story of 
how Paris fell! 


CODE MESSAGE FOR YOUNGSTERS 


Distribute this code message to the youngsters in town and 
award guest tickets to first twenty turning in the correct de- 
coded message. The code we've used is among the simplest 
and is familiar to most kids — A is Z, B is Y, C is X, D is W, 
E is V, F is U and so on with the alphabet, 1 is 0, 2 is 9, 
3 is 8, etc. | 


WIN FREE MOVIE TICKETS! 


Solve this code message sent between enemy spies and you may win tickets 
to see 


“THIS WAS PARIS” 
at the Strand Theatre. There's action, adventure and thrills enough to satisfy 
everybody. But don't lose any time decoding this exciting spy message because 
only the first twenty boys and girls giving the correct answers to the manager 
of the Strand Theatre will win! The message: 


RNKVIZGREV LYHGIFXG ZOORVW KOZMH. WVHGILB 
YIRWTY ML. 8. LFl NVXSZMRAVW XLOFNMH WFY GL 
XILHH 09 OFMV 18.11 SLFIH. PYVK YIRWTV RMGZXG 
ZG ZOO XLHGH. 


Correct answer: IMPERATIVE OBSTRUCT ALLIED PLANS. 
DESTROY BRIDGE No. 3. OUR MECHANIZED COLUMNS 
DUE TO CROSS 12 JUNE 03.00 HOURS. KEEP BRIDGE IN- 
TACT AT ALL COSTS. 


TIE IN SHOW WITH) [soos raix 
‘DON'T TALK! CARDS | can 


COST LIVES! 


Set of seven stills of illustrations 
used on famous war-time “don’t 
talk” posters are available. Make 
up your own posters (sample 
shown at right) carrying prominent 
plug for showing. Other slogans 
for poster use: Free Speech Doesn't 
Mean Careless Talk, Look Who’s 
Listening, Don’t Be A Dope and 
Spread Inside Dope, A Slip of the 
Lip May Sink A Ship. Distribute 
to store windows and counters, 
newsstands and delivery trucks. 
Order “Paris Poster Stills’—set of 
seven for 60c, individually 10c — 
from Campaign Plan Editor, 321 [Imprint] 
W. 44 St., N.Y.C. 


Now It Can Be Told! 
The Shocking Inside Story 
Of How Paris Fell! 


‘THIS WAS PARIS’ 


PLANT THIS EDITORIAL 


Possibly, you can interest your editor in running this editorial 
— if not this particular one, maybe you can interest him on 
the general idea. Also use the copy below as basis for direct 
mail, radio plugs, talks to local organizations and newspaper 
feature. 


A “V” COLUMN 


Every day, new evidence of fifth 
column activities comes to light. 
Headlines flash the work of Quis- 
lings not just from isolated spots 
but, rather, from a world front. 
The tide surges across boundary 
lines and forms one unit in the 
Axis all-out attempt to dominate 
the earth, its nations and peoples 
— yes, you and us. 

What the Quislings of Norway 
accomplished affect us in (name 
of city). What the fifth columns 
of France did hit us here. The 
tactics are the same wherever 


they are effected. The aims sought 
are always alike. 

It is not this column’s policy to 
carry the torch for any particular 
motion picture. However, the cur- 
rent showing of “This Was Paris” 
cannot be overlooked because of 
editorial scruples. “This Was 
Paris” — and the emphasis is on 
“was” — teaches a lesson which 
all of us can take to heart. 

Vigilance and action must be 
our safeguards against Quislings 
gaining a foothold in America. 
Conversion is the order of the 
day. Let’s change fifth columns 
over into “V” columns. 


DISTRIBUTE PLEDGE CARDS 


Distribute these pledge cards to your patrons. Also use 
similar copy for a scroll pledge in theatre lobby and invite 
passersby to sign up. Copy: “I pledge myself to do every- 
thing in my power to combat the fifth column activities which 
are endangering the democratic institutions of the United 
States.” 


PARIS HEADLINES FOR DISPLAY 


Picture title cues this display for your lobby. Obtain from 
local newspaper and library pictures and stories of Paris 
before and after its fall. Mount on 40” x 60” display board. 
Copy: Now It Can Be Told! The Shocking Inside Story of How 
Paris Fell! See “This Was Paris!” Add stills available at your 
Vitagraph exchange. 
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